
BY TOM DAWKINS

ONE of Australia’s leading
White Dorper breeders, the
Hamersley family’s Haseley

stud, based at Toodyay, Western
Australia, is putting its money
where its commercial mouth is,
with plans to run up to 14,000
breeding ewes in recently
acquired pastoral country east of
Burra.

Haseley’s purchase of  Redcliffe
and Pine Valley stations,
comprising  more than140,000
hectares, is a significant
commercial investment and
testament to the faith the stud has
in the breed.

Furthermore, it is also a ringing
endorsement of the
uncompromising pastoral region’s
potential to produce prime lambs
on a large scale.

And if results enjoyed by the
Hamersley family in WA can be
replicated this side of the
Nullarbor, a groundbreaking era of
pastoral prime lamb production
will be ushered into the traditional
Merino country.

There is certainly no doubting
the enthusiasm Redcliffe manager
Will Gwynn-Jones has for the
breed’s potential.

“This breed allows us to
produce a prime lamb in
rangeland country,” he said.

“And by focusing on just one
enterprise, producing meat, we’re
alleviating a lot of the costs
normally associated with running
sheep.”

Once fully stocked, it is
expected that Redcliffe will carry
6000 to 8000 ewes, comprising F3
and F4 already on the property as
well as about 2000 purebred ewes
from 2009.

Pine Valley is set to carry 5000
ewes. That many breeders should
combine well with the Dorpers’
ability to thrive in pastoral
country, creating a large-scale
commercial turnover even in dry
years.

They are foragers, and their
ability to join mate at nine months
and wean lambs at 14 weeks, as
has been done in WA, means the
Haseley Dorpers should have little
problem adapting to their new
environment.

“Joining ewes at that age means
you’re eliminating dry stock from
your operation entirely,” Mr
Gwynn-Jones.

“And the fact that you’re
missing out on a $30 fleece is
overcome by the ability for ewes
to produce three lambs every two
years.

“You’re not running a dry unit
for 18 months because the Dorper
ewe can be mated at nine months
and at about 38kg.”

Mr Gwynn-Jones was also
upbeat about the fact that areas
that had running only dry wethers
for a number of years now had the
potential to breed stock again.

And ultimately, Mr Gwynn-Jones
said the simplicity of the
operation was what ensured its
commercial viability.

“Almost every step in the
process makes you money with
Dorpers,” he said.

“You breed, you wean, you
fatten and you sell, so you’re value
adding all the time. That’s the

beauty of it for me.”
To cater for the meat breed,

fencing upgrades have already
been carried out at Redcliffe, with
some 40 kilometres of
replacement lines and 20km of
electric fencing erected.

“There’s probably a bit of a
perception in the industry that
Dorpers are hard to contain,” Mr
Gwynn-Jones said.

“But they’re not that hard to
contain and we’ve found that the
electric fencing here is a good
system, cost-effective and quick to
put up.”

The fact the Hamersleys are
investing commercially in the

breed in pastoral South Australia
is also good reason for other
pastoralists looking at meat
production to gauge the potential
for Dorpers in their own
operation.

“I’m confident there’s a real
opportunity with Dorpers for
anyone who’s short on labour or
perhaps not getting the returns
they’d like from Merinos,” Mr
Gwynn-Jones said.

“These Dorpers eat like goats,
with a fertility not far behind
goats.

“But there’s a carcase to sell
whereas goats are only ever going
to be an export job.”
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DORPER DOERS: New owners of Redcliffe, the Hamersley family, Toodyay, Western Australia, plan to run between 6000 and
8000 Dorper ewes on the 40,000-hectare pastoral lease, about 50 kilometres east of Burra. The sale of Pine Valley, to the
north east of Redcliffe and comprising 100,000ha, was settled in recent weeks, with plans to run a further 5000 Dorper ewes
on that lease.

REDCLIFFE READY (right): Redcliffe manager Will Gywnn-Jones believes Dorpers’ suitability to rangeland areas, with high
fertility, early weaning and good feed conversion rates, will enable prime lambs to be produced in what would otherwise be
considered tough fattening country.

Pointers
t o  p r o f i t
� FOCUS on meat

production to
reduce cost

� JOIN ewes as
young as nine months old

� WEAN lambs at 14 weeks

Opening up eastern markets
THE Hamersleys’ entry into South Australia will expand the family’s
commercial operations and improve accessibility to commercial clients in
eastern Australia. As one of the nation’s largest White Dorper breeders,
Haseley stud boasts genetic depth and breeding numbers unique to the
breed. “We’ve got 1000 rams for sale right now in Western Australia,”
Redcliffe manager Will Gwynn-Jones said. “Because we’ve got a huge
genetic selection potential with a lot of Dorpers already, the quality and
quantity required for larger pastoral orders are both there.” Alongside
Redcliffe’s commercial operation, the property will also be used as a
depot for Haseley White Dorper rams to be sold to producers in SA and
the eastern states. The stud will be exhibiting at the Broken Hill Agfair in
the first week of May.

Dorpers ‘meat’ expectations
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Landmark/CGU SA Junior Heifer Expo
July 14-17th at Adelaide Showgrounds ENTRIES CLOSE 1st June

Handlers aged 8-23yrs, Heifers aged 9-22 mths
Milk teeth steers 280-650kgs at 30/6/08

Major Award Landmark /CGU Heifer Expo Scholarship
A three month study tour of North America for the Senior Champion Herdsman
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